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Building a Partnership for Success: 

GearUP and GuidedPath™ 

GEARUP Requirements GuidedPath as a Partner: 

3 competitive preferences and 1 

invitational preference. 

1) Successful completion of a 

GEARUP grant 

2) Increasing postsecondary 

success, including college fit & 

readiness 

3) Implementing internationally 

benchmarked college & career 

ready academic standards. 

GuidedPath can provide ONE tool to use to in meeting all 3 of 
the competitive preferences and the invitational preference.  
PARCHMENT is a companion tool that provides data reporting 
capabilities for postsecondary tracking (a required component of 
the grant). Using the tools in GuidedPath, the number of 
students who enroll in colleges will increase. 

--We endeavor to increase the number and proportion of high need 
students who are academically prepared for, and enroll in, college or 
other postsecondary education & training  

--We work to help these students find their best fit education choice 

--We encourage students to use technology to manage their 
processes, increase access to information and reveal options (texting 
and email communications are already imbedded) 

1)  College Fit GuidedPath provides the BEST tools/resources available on the 

market for students, parents and schools to use to find the right 

fit college or program, with an easy reporting tool to track 

outcomes.  

2) College Readiness-  GuidedPath can provide a global view into student achievement 

and provide early detection of academic weaknesses. 

3) Non-Cognitive skills  Non-cognitive can be developed and encouraged through 

options in GuidedPath, and through the use of it as a tool for 

students. 

Match funds requested $1 for $1 with in 

kind or other funds. 

 

GuidedPath can provide in-kind funds in terms of training, 

curriculum and professional development. Contact us to discuss 

your needs as a school or program. 

Have reporting system for grant reporting 

must be in place (“necessary processes 

and systems to comply with the reporting 

requirements” 

GuidedPath can provide reports for the grant that can easily be 

created and outputted for report requirements. 

  

http://www.guidedpath.net/
mailto:info@guidedpath.net?subject=GEARUP%20alignment%20request
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GearUP Grant Requirements As a partner, GuidedPath can offer: 

“College fit builds on the body of research 

on “undermatching,” which demonstrates 

that students are more likely to complete 

college when they attend the most 

academically demanding institution that will 

admit them.” 

The five step GuidedPath process (Surveys, Tests, College 

Search, College Lists, Decisions) provides a complete guide 

students can use to find their “right fit” colleges based on 

academics, personal, social and financial needs.  This will help 

students to not be “undermatched” in their college choices and 

admissions, and attend the most academically demanding 

school that they can be admitted to. 

“….GEAR UP grantees can improve college 

fit by designing new ways to reach 

students with information about college 

options and improving counseling on 

college selection….” 

GuidedPath provides new ways to reach students through 

online & social media tools, text messaging, push notifications, 

videos, interactive graphs and more. 

“Exposing students to a wider array of 

college options including those that match 

with their academic qualifications” 

GuidedPath offers an innovative approach to exploring colleges 

in the United States, using interactive graphs, maps, profiles 

and videos. 

Academics Students can enter in their GPA, both weighted and unweighted, 

into GuidedPath to track academic progress from year to year 

during high school. 

 Using custom surveys and links to SIS systems, students and 

advisors can track academic rigor and progress throughout high 

school. 

Standardized Tests Standardized tests (ACT, SAT, AP, IB or SUBJECT) can be 

scheduled in GuidedPath, with notifications sent to students, 

parents & college advisor about registration deadlines: both 

regular and late registrations.  

 Notifications for standardized tests can be sent as a text 

message, email, or both. 

 Standardized test preparation information is included in 

GuidedPath at no additional charge.  Additional test preparation 

can be purchased through an outside vendor. 

 Use GuidedPath to schedule SUBJECT tests. Receive 

automated reminders for registration of the test, and record 

scores. 

http://www.guidedpath.net/
mailto:info@guidedpath.net?subject=GEARUP%20alignment%20request
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Career Interests Using GuidedPath’s Find My Spark, a Myer-Briggs style survey, 

students identify potential career choices, based on their 

personality and preferences. 

Personal and Social GuidedPath’s Find My Spark survey also identifies a “college 

style” students can use to find colleges that match their 

personality type and social preferences. 

 Curriculum provided to help students make personal and social 

connections to college and career options. 

 ACTProfile provides additional personal and career resources. 

 Students engage in ACTProfile as a social media platform. 

Financial Needs GuidedPath offers an online tool for parents/students to use 
early in high school or middle school to learn more about college 

costs through exploring college or careers. 

Strategies are provided to guide families in finding colleges that 
are academically, financially, and socially right fit colleges. 

Parents or students can complete the online College 
Affordability Shaper survey, which calculates the family’s federal 

and institutional EFC (Estimated Family Contribution) 

Links to Net Price calculators are included with each college 

profile. 

Students, parents and college advisors can search for the right 
fit college using financial aid search filters. Lists within 
GuidedPath are already organized to identify colleges which 

provide full or substantial aid to students with high need. 

GuidedPath can provide curriculum to guide families in 
completing the FAFSA and Profile accurately. 

Financial Aid Awards Students can enter information about each financial aid award 

and/or scholarship received. 

 Using the group view, schools can easily see the total in 
financial aid and scholarships awarded to students by freshman 
year or by entire scholarship awarded for the student’s college 

education. 

 

Information about financial aid and scholarships can be kept 
over a period of time, to build alumni networks and view trends 
and create reports in admissions and financial aid awards of 

participating students. 

http://www.guidedpath.net/
mailto:info@guidedpath.net?subject=GEARUP%20alignment%20request
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College Search Students can create a personalized comparison chart using 

general information, academic, financial, and social experience.  

Students can see  

Using a variety of ways to communicate semi-

customized information to students about the 

range of colleges for which they may be 

qualified, the availability and scale of financial 

aid, and the relationship of long term 

considerations (such as graduation rate and 

post-graduate opportunities) to college 

choice. [4] 

GuidedPath offers communications in emails and/or text 
messaging for individuals, groups, parents, students and others 
involved in the process.  GuidedPath can help increase the 
number of students and parents communicated with by 25% or 

more. Parents receive copies of the text/email as well.  

Using innovative methods to reach students, 

such as through text messaging, with 

information about college options and 

completing the application process, and using 

innovative resources and tools, including those 

available online, to assist students in 

researching college options and available 

financial aid; [5] 

Students receive personalized text messages to remind them of 
critical due dates for designated tasks in the college application 

process:   

 Test registration 

 Financial aid applications 

 College application deadlines 

 The number of texts or email notifications can easily be 

managed by the school or advisor. 

Applicants could… propose to align their 
curriculum and instructional materials with 
college and career ready academic 
standards or provide academic and social 
supports to prepare more students to take 
Advanced Placement or International 
Baccalaureate courses and enroll in dual 
enrollment programs where they are 
available. 

 

-Using GuidedPath and ACT Profile, schools can measure and 

track student college and career ready metrics. 

-Using GuidedPath, a school can increase the number of 

students enrolled in honors, AP, IB or other rigorous curriculum. 

-Graduation plans, with a focus on rigor, can be started for 

students as early as 7th grade, and continued each year until 

graduation. 

- Students can schedule AP, IB or other tests in GuidedPath, and 

record the results. 

- Schools can track student progress using test results. 

- Students in dual enrollment programs are included in academic 

and personal plans. 

Contact us at info@guidedpath.net to discuss your GearUp 

Grant needs, and learn how GuidedPath can assist you.  

www.guidedpath.net     720.465.8555 
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