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FAQs from Webinar: Go Social with ACT Profile 
 

Answers provided by: Tyler Coon, Katherine McDonnell, and Cyndy McDonald. 

 

Introduction 

Q: What is the purpose of ACT Profile? 

A: ACT:  ACT Profile is a college and career planning platform of tools for students, counselors and educators that 

provides personalized insights needed to make smarter decisions during key transition points. 

 

Q: What is the cost of ACT Profile? 

A: ACT:  ACT Profile is free and only requires an Internet connection. We believe it’s important that our tools are 

easily accessible. You can use your desktop, laptop, or mobile device to access ACT Profile. 

 

Q: Who can use ACT Profile? 

A: ACT:  Anyone 13 years old or older. We currently have student and counselor experiences and will have a unique 

experience for parents come fall. Each experience focuses on personalized college and career planning tools and 

leverages ACT research, but resources and specific functionality will vary based on each user’s needs.  

 

Q: Why does it say BETA? Is it not done yet? Will I have to set up a new account when the beta version is done? 

A: ACT:  We use the term “Beta” to indicate our constant state of learning and development. It does not mean the 

tools you currently use will cost in the future. Once you’ve registered with ACT Profile, you’re good to go. You will 

not need to reregister or create a new account as we continue to evolve our tools and experiences.  

 

Q: Does this work in different languages, Spanish, in particular? 

A: ACT:  We currently do not offer ACT Profile in different languages. However, we are actively exploring how we 

can best serve non-English speaking audiences. 

 

Surveys/Assessments 

Q: Is it recommended to use this yearly (8-12)? We are planning to use in 8th grade for sure. 

A: ACT:  A student’s interests change over time.  Interest variability is higher at younger ages.  ACT has not yet 

developed a common recommendation for each grade, but taking inventories semi-annually in grades 8-12 is a great 

place to start.  It’s important to note that inventory results can be taken an unlimited amount of times and update 

automatically. So, students, parents, and counselors will always see the most recent results.  

 

A: Cyndy:  Over the years as I have worked with students, I have found it beneficial to have students take the same 

survey multiple times.  They enjoy seeing the growth or changes in their results, and as a professional it helps me as 

well.  The personality survey Find My Spark in GuidedPath can be given to students multiple times. 

 

Q: Approximately how long does it take a student complete the Inventories? 

A: ACT:  Students typically take 20-30 minutes to complete all three inventories (10-15 minutes for the interest 

inventory – the longest assessment). ACT Profile will save their responses even if they do not complete the entire 

inventory. So, students can partially complete any inventory and log back in later to finish.  
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Q: Are you planning to add more inventories in the future? 

A: ACT:  ACT is always exploring ways to tell individuals more about themselves.  This may come in the form of new 

tools, reports or assessments/inventories. 

 

Q: How will counselors be able to view student inventory results? 

A: ACT:  Once a counselor and student have connected, counselors will be able to view students’ insights, including 

their inventory results. Starting this fall, counselors will be able to see a comprehensive view of their students’ insights 

with the introduction of counselor dashboards. Counselors can use the dashboards to gain insights about their students 

and better understand students’ progress in the planning process so they can: 

o Identify interest areas 

o Begin conversations around what’s next 

o Remind students to complete the next task 

o Share relevant resources and information  

 

Q: Culture has a big impact on interest and abilities what are you doing to normalize the data? 

A: ACT:  ACT staff and others have conducted extensive research on U.S. racial/ethnic differences in ACT Interest 

Inventory. Our research shows that there are no differences between African Americans, Asians, Native American, 

Mexican American, etc. Some of this research has been published in two of the most prestigious psychological 

journals around:  Psychological Science and American Psychologist.    

 

ACT Standardized tests 

Q: Is this the new Explore and PLAN?   

A: ACT:  ACT Profile hosts ACT’s interest inventory.  This inventory is the same as those found in ACT Profile, 

however Profile does not contain any academic achievement assessments. The academic achievement t tests of ACT 

Explore and ACT Plan are now being transitioned to the newly released ACT Aspire.  

 

Q: Can students take the inventory if they have not signed up to take an ACT test? 

A:  ACT:  Yes, once a student registers for ACT Profile, they will have free, unlimited access to the inventories and 

other tools.  

 

Careers 

Q:  How often is the careers data updated? 

A:  ACT:  ACT career data is updated in an ongoing fashion.  ACT leverages data from the Federal Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, O*NET and Economic Research Institute.  This information is updated as frequently as new information 

becomes available but varies depending on the source. 

 

Q: How does it connect to career information in GuidedPath? 

A: Cyndy: The completed surveys and career information can be used for college searches, or in conjunction with the 

Find My Spark Survey in GuidedPath.  

 

Building Portfolios 

Q: What can students include in their portfolios? 

A: ACT:  ACT Profile’s integration with Pathbrite allows students to showcase talents, abilities, and interests in an 

ePortfolio. Students can include PDFs, videos, pictures, documents and links to other content in their portfolios.  

 

A: Cyndy: Using the portfolio function of ACT Profile helps students start portfolios early, and build them each year. 

Students can access their ACT Profile account directly through GuidedPath, in their profile account. 

 

Q: Can counselors/advisors or parents add items to the portfolio as well? 

A: ACT: At the moment, counselors, advisors, and parents cannot edit a student’s portfolio.  
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Creating an Account 

Q: How do I set up a counselor account in ACT Profile? 

A: ACT:  When creating an account, simply indicate that you are a counselor when prompted with “What is your 

role?”  To enable more features, find and connect to your students.  

 

Q: How do I set up a counselor account in GuidedPath? 

A: Cyndy: It is easy to set up an account.  Go to www.guidedpath.net to start your free 30 day trial account.   

 

Q: Is there a guide or lesson plans for launching ACT Profile with students? 

A: Cyndy: Yes, we have an implementation guide for grades 8-12 that incorporates using ACT Profile and GuidedPath 

as a complementary suite of tools. 

A: ACT:  ACT has done a number of pilot programs with organizations throughout the country. We have a number of 

unique packages based on your specific needs. If you or your institution is interested in materials and guidance on 

implementing ACT Profile with a large group of students, please email profile@act.org for more information.  

 

Managing Accounts 

Q: Can students indicate more than one counselor? A school counselor and an independent counselor, for example? 

A:  ACT:  Yes, students will be able to connect with as many counselors as they wish, including private counselors, 

advisors, mentors and educators. 

 

Q: Will everyone see who the student connections are or are these private/individual? Can a student keep connections 

private? 

A:  ACT:  Once you’ve connected to another person, regardless of your relationship, you will be able to see each 

other’s connections. 

 

Q: Do parents have access through a connections profile? 

A: ACT:  Parent accounts are a different experience from student accounts. So, while a parent will be able to identify a 

user who is their child, they will not be able to change any element of their child’s profile. Parents will be able to share 

relevant resources and information with their child.  

 

All users can use the search functionality for schools, careers, majors, and military careers. So, for example, a parent 

can search for schools, and share that information with their child 

 

Other system relationships 

Q: How is this integrated into Guided Path? 

A: Cyndy:  GuidedPath has a link directly to the ACT Profile accessible for each student.  Once a student logs into 

their account, they can click in profile and easily access their ACT Profile account 

 

Q: What are future plans for integration into GuidedPath? 

A: ACT: ACT is always exploring deeper integration with tools such as GuidedPath. We will be exploring ways to 

compliment GuidedPath in the future.  

 

A: Cyndy: We look forward to exploring more ways to streamline a student or family’s use of GuidedPath and ACT 

Profile 

 

Q: Does this replace Naviance? 

A: Cyndy: ACT Profile is a comprehensive career and social tool.  GuidedPath is an alternative to Naviance.  It offers 

a lot of features not available in Naviance, and it’s free!  GuidedPath is a modern, web-based tool offering a 

comprehensive college and career planning software solution. It offers many features not even available in Naviance 

(such as texting, a student calendar,   Learn more about GuidedPath through a demonstration. 

 

http://www.guidedpath.net/
mailto:profile@act.org
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Q: Many schools and students use Naviance and the career options there. Is there a relationship in the works with 

Naviance? 

A:  ACT:  Currently, we have no plans to integrate with Naviance as it is a paid product. Again, we believe it’s 

important that our tools are easily accessible, so everything you see on ACT Profile will remain free and only requires 

an internet connection. 

 

Q: Does ACT plan to offer advertising opportunities for related services for students through the Profile? 

A: ACT: ACT does not plan to offer any direct advertising opportunities for 3
rd

 parties. 

 

More Information 

Q: Would ACT be willing to do a training at a high school for counselors/advisors?  We are a district that gives the 

ACT to all of our students’ district wide and for free on a state wide testing day. 

A: ACT:  Yes, our team is available to assist counselors, advisors, and districts as they implement ACT Profile at any 

level. For more information on resources, including webinars and training, please email profile@act.org.  

 

Q:  Would GuidedPath be willing to do a training at a high school or middle school? 

A:  Cyndy:  Yes, we are dedicated to the professional development of your staff.  We offer a career activity that can 

interpret or build on the career interest surveys of the students.  Contact us at info@guidedpath.net to learn more about 

our student or staff presentations. 

 

RESOURCES: 

- View PRESENTATION 

- View RECORDING 

- View RESOURCES 

 

Signup for free ACT Profile 

   

Signup for free trial of GuidedPath 

 

View other PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT webinar recordings 

- Topics include: 5 College Essay Questions Every Counselor Should be Able to Answer, Trending in College 

Admissions, College Admissions in the 21
st
 Century, Counseling Students Who Think They Can (a whole 

series). 

 

Sign up for Summer 2014 webinars: Ready, Set, Go! 

 

 

 

mailto:profile@act.org
mailto:info@guidedpath.net
http://www.slideshare.net/myccanet/act-profile-introguidedpath-2
http://youtu.be/330zZfDOlmI
http://www.guidedpath.net/?p=1637
http://act.org/profile/
http://www.guidedpath.net/
http://www.guidedpath.net/professional-development/
http://www.guidedpath.net/professional-development/

